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FOREWORD

“Only a life lived in
the service to others
is worth living”
Albert Einstein
Jane Frances Abodo
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS

T

he Office of the Director
of Prosecutions
(ODPP) by virtue of its
positioning in the justice
chain, plays a critical
role in ensuring that justice is
achieved for the people we serve.
We are responsible for not only
guiding police investigations
(case investigation and
preparation) but also prosecuting
the matters in court. The ODPP
continues to deliver prosecution
services amidst budgetary and
resource constraints, an issue
which has been heightened by
the COVID–19 Pandemic.
I wish to express my profound
gratitude to all the partners that
have enabled the ODPP deliver
on its mandate and these include
the Justice Law and Order Sector
(JLOS), Children at Risk Action

Network (CRANE), UN Women,
UNICEF, the Human Trafficking
Institute (HTI), among others. Thank
you for making our work possible
and worthwhile.
As an institution, we are again
gratified to register yet a new
partner, Space for Giants (SFG),
an international conservation non–
governmental organisation based in
Africa and committed to supporting
governments to protect wildlife
and Africa’s critical landscapes/
ecosystem from ever–increasing
pressures and wildlife crime. Space
for Giants is welcome aboard and
I strongly believe that this is a step
in the right direction. Combating
environmental crime requires
concerted effort and the ODPP is
ready to make its contribution in
a bid to ensure that these crimes
are curbed, natural resources
protected, tourism promoted and

the income generated by Government
through tourism enhanced.
To our stakeholders and the general
public, we pledge to remain a strong
prosecution agency and call upon
your support always to ensure that
prosecution services are delivered in
an efficient and effective manner.
I wish you a nice reading and I hope
this quarterly newsletter leaves you
more informed of the work we are
doing in this important field of public
prosecution.

ODPP NEWSLETTER

2

JANUARY - MARCH 2021 / I S S U E 4 FY 2020/2021

EDITOR’S NOTE

Jacquelyn Okui
Public Relations Officer

The Lord takes
his place in
court. He is the
great prosecuting
Attorney,
presenting his
case against his
people!” Isaiah
3:13, NLT

O

nce again I am delighted to pass out yet another issue
of the ODPP Quarterly newsletter. I recognize and
acknowledge the contribution of Top Management, Senior
Management and Heads of Departments in putting this
together. It is not possible without you. Your support is immeasurable.
In this issue of the quarterly newsletter, we appraise you on what
transpired, during the third quarter. You will find a number of
stakeholder events engaged in and activities held by the ODPP. I
hope you find the newsletter informative and exciting as we strive
to enable greater visibility of the ODPP in delivering prosecution
services to the people of Uganda.
We encourage you to approach us through our engagement
channels in case of need for assistance. We also encourage you to
follow our various communication platforms and channels.
We always welcome feedback. For feedback, please contact the
Public Relations Officer through this email; jacquelyn.okui@dpp.
go.ug.
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ODPP ENHANCES ITS ROLE IN COMBATING WILDLIFE CRIME
THROUGH A PARTNERHSIP WITH SPACE FOR GIANTS

T

he Office of the
Director of Public
Prosecutions
(ODPP) entered into
a partnership with Space for
Giants (SFG) on the 3rd of
March 2021, to strengthen
the ability of the Office of
the DPP to handle cases
involving wildlife crimes.
Space for Giants is an
international conservation
non–governmental
organisation based in
Africa and committed to
supporting governments
to protect wildlife and
Africa’s critical landscapes/
ecosystem from ever–
increasing pressures and
wildlife crime. It collaborates
with national and regional
authorities on prosecution,
law reform, wildlife
management, policing and
judicial authorities as well
as international agencies
and national, regional and
international NGOs.
The signing of the
MOU comes at a time
when the ODPP has
been doing numerous
international restricting,
and reorganisation of its
departments, creating,
equipping and empowering
specialised units to enhance
its prosecution service
delivery.

Members of the ODPP Top Management and Space for Giants deliberating on the partnership between the ODPP and Space for Giants.

partnership between the
Office of the Director of
Public Prosecutions –
Uganda and Space for
Giants. She said, “Wildlife
crimes have the potential to
affect the natural ecosystem,
communities and livelihoods.
Wildlife crimes can also be
transnational, implying that
the sources of financing are
syndicates of international
organised criminals. The
danger with this, is that
some of these syndicates
could end up financing other
serious crimes like terrorism
and arms trade. It is for
this reason that the Office
of the Director of Public
Prosecutions – Uganda
has taken a keen interest
in wildlife crime by setting

Mr. Katto Wambua, Wildlife Justice and Rule of Law Manager at Space for Giants making his remarks.

In her remarks, the DPP
up a specialised division
noted that the signing of the based at the head office to
MOU was the beginning of handle and coordinate the
an esteemed and privileged

management of all cases
involving wildlife crimes. The
division also monitors and
assesses the management
and prosecution of cases
involving wildlife crimes by
delegated prosecutors.”
The DPP appreciated Space
for Giants for the initiative and
pledged to ensure that the
Office of the DPP meets its
end of the partnership.
Speaking at the MOU signing,
on behalf of Space for Giants,
Mr. Katto Wambua, the
Wildlife Justice and Rule of
Law Manager at Space for
Giants pledged to support the
scale up and equipment of the
Wildlife Division of the Office
of the DPP, and its rollout
to the regional offices. He
further pledged to build the
capacity of the Prosecutors
and other stakeholders in
handling cases involving
wildlife crimes, support
law reform proposals and
international cooperation.
Mr. Katto Wambua thanked
the DPP for affording Space
for Giants the opportunity to
consolidate its strategy.
Under the MOU, Space
for Giants will assist the
ODPP to strengthen
and improve its ability to
discharge its mandate
through operationalization
of the ODPP Wildlife Crime
Prosecution Department,

capacity building, developing
a Wildlife Crime Training
Curriculum and related
educational materials, law
reform, supporting regional and
international legal cooperation
mechanisms, enhancing
case work standards and
internal mechanisms for case
management and prosecutors’
awards.
The Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP),
Jane Frances Abodo
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding
(MOU) with Space for Giants.
The MOU was signed in the
boardroom of the ODPP in a
meeting attended by Mr. Katto
Wambua, Wildlife Justice and
Rule of Law Manager, Space for
Giants, Mr. Justus Karuhanga,
Country Representative,
Space for Giants, Mr. Charles
Elem–Ogwal, Deputy DPP
(Prosecutions), Mr. Odumbi
James Owere, Deputy DPP
(International Affairs), Ms.
Barbra Kawuma Bugembe,
Assistant DPP/Head,
Environmental and Wildlife
Crime Division, Thomas Jatiko,
Assistant DPP, International
Crimes among others, chaired
by the DPP.
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SHOW CASING THE WORK OF THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS AT THE REFUGEES & ASYLUM SEEKERS
OPEN DAY

T

he Office of the
Director of Public
Prosecutions on the
22nd of March 2021
participated and showcased
its work during the Open
Day for Refugees and
Asylum Seekers at the Chief
Magistrate’s Court – Nakawa.
The open day was organized
by the Center for Justice
Studies & Innovation (CJSI)
and the International Rescue
Mission (IRM). The aim was to
undertake a staged response
to enhance access to court
by refugees and asylum
seekers. Other institutions
that attended and exhibited
at the open day included
the Judiciary, Uganda Police
Force, Uganda Law Society,
Legal Aid Service Providers
Network (LASPNET), Judicial
Service Commission, Willow
International, FIDA among
others. Over 80 refugees
and migrants attended and
participated in the open day.
The guest of honor, the
Hon. the Principal Judge
commended those that
took time off to attend and
participate in the open day.
He recognized that the rights
of refugees, asylum seekers
and migrants are enshrined
in international instruments
implying that they ought to
be guided and protected
according to the law. He
further stated that it is our
duty to provide protection to

people fleeing in search
of refuge; as it’s one of
humanity’s most standing
traditions; a shared value
embedded in many religious
and cultural traditions and
now part of international law.

and the Resident State
Attorney – Nakawa. One
of the challenges that
the ODPP has faced in
prosecuting refugee cases
is the failure of witnesses
showing up for court at the
time of hearing, especially the
The Hon. the Principal
capital offences, due to their
Judge noted that more than mobile nature. Resultantly,
half of the refugees are
the capital cases which are
usually women and children usually fixed after close to 5
who should never be forcibly years of reporting the case
returned to a territory
are affected by relocation of
where their lives or freedom refugee witnesses.
would be threatened.
Therefore, the state has a
The officers who represented
huge responsibility towards
the ODPP explained the role
refugees. He further noted
of the ODPP in enabling
that Uganda has the biggest refugees and asylum seekers
number of refugees in
access justice. For example,
East Africa and majority
the Resident Chief State
of the refugees are from
Attorney of Nakawa, Ms.
the Democratic Republic
Annet Namatovu Ddungu
of Congo and the Republic
opened up a register
of South Sudan which
of refugee cases and
countries are currently
approximately 128 cases had
going through turmoil and
been registered for the year
instability.
2020 before the outbreak of
the COVID-19 Pandemic in
He appreciated all the
March 2020. The purpose of
Civil Society Organizations
disaggregating the refugee
(CSOs) and Nonstatistic or data was to enable
Government organizations
the ODPP fast track these
(NGOs) that work tirelessly
cases and complaints filed
with refugees and asylum
by refugees and asylum
seekers. He urged all the
seekers to ensure that they
actors including the judiciary access justice in record time.
to work together to ensure
This initiative has indeed
that their rights are upheld.
enabled the fast tracking of
The Office of the Director
this category of cases and
of Public Prosecutions
complaints, and a Swahili
was represented by the
interpreter has been assigned
Public Relations Office
to handle cases involving

refugees emanating from
the Democratic Republic of
Congo.
The refugees were
encouraged to visit different
stalls and inquire from
the different institutions
about their impediments in
accessing justice and how
they can be resolved.
Among the impediments
that stood out during
interactions with the
different institutions were;
•Language barrier
•Lack of access to
information; on where to
report a criminal case; how
to file a complaint and follow
up for redress.
•Fear of being victimised/
discriminated against
because one is a refugee/
asylum seeker.
•Lack of access to courts
of Law.
The Refugees/ Asylum
seekers were grateful for
the opportunity accorded to
them by the CJSI and IRM
in demystifying access to
justice.
By Irene Nakimbugwe
Deputy Public Relations
Officer

Deputy Public
Relations
Officer,
Ms. Irene
Nakimbugwe
explaining
to the Hon.
the Principal
Judge and other
stakeholders
about the role
of the ODPP
in enabling
refugees and
asylum seekers
access justice.
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THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS DELIVERS A KEY NOTE
ADDRESS AT THE LAW SOCIETY HIGH TEA EVENT THEMED

CELEBRATING
FEMALE LAWYERS
IN THE 11TH
PARLIAMENT

Rwakoojo Gureme, Woman
MP Soroti - Hon. Anne
Adeke Ebaju, and Woman
MP Kampala Elect - Ms.
Shamim Malende.
In the DPP’s Keynote
address read by Assistant
DPP Winfred Ahimbisibwe,
she noted that ‘It’s our duty
to ensure that women are
not left behind. Women
leaders in Parliament ought
to advocate for and pass
laws that empower women.
The Witness Protection
Law, Proceeds of Crime
Law and the Office of
the Director of Public
Prosecutions Act are long
overdue. Women fear to
turn up in court because
they are not safe. The
passing of these laws will
enable the ODPP function
with far more reaching
results.’

The Rt. Hon. Speaker of
Parliament noted that
Parliament had looked out
for women and continued
to do so. She gave the
example of the successful
fight for the certificate of
equity and ninety days’
maternity leave. She
promised to raise the
issues of the laws cited
by the DPP among other
Assistant DPP Winfred Ahimbisibwe delivering the issues affecting women.
DPP’s Keynote address at the High Tea Event.

T

he Uganda Law Society’s Female
Lawyers Committee organised a
High Tea Event aimed at recognizing
and celebrating female lawyers in the 11th
Parliament 2021-2026 to which the Office
of the Director of Public Prosecutions was
invited. The event took place on Women’s
Day, 8th March at Femme Forte. The Guest
of Honour was the Rt. Hon. Speaker of
Parliament Hon. Rebecca Kadaga Alitwala.
Members of Parliament present included the
Woman MP Gomba West - Hon. Robinah

Presentations made
by inspirational women
lawyers at the event
including the ULS
President, Ms. Phiona
Nabasa Wall, the
chairperson of the
Leadership Code Tribunal,
Dr. Roselyn Karugonjo, Ms.
Ruth Sebatindira, founding
partner of Ligomarc
Advocates, Ms. Jackline
Asiimwe, Chairperson,
International Centre for
Research on Women

Uganda, Ms. Miria Matembe, former Mbarara
Woman Member of Parliament and Minister for
Ethics and Integrity emphasized the following:
• It’s high time that women move into unusual
spaces.
• Women should strive to be relevant to less
privileged women.
• Women should ensure that every woman is
clothed with dignity.
• The need to improve access to education for
the girl child.
• Lobby for better things.
The DPP was appreciated for her positive
response to criminal justice complaints relating
to women.

(R-L) Ms. Miria Matembe, former Mbarara Woman Member of
Parliament and Minister for Ethics and Integrity, Ms. Jackline
Asiimwe, Chairperson, International Centre for Research on
Women Uganda, Ms. Florence Nakachwa, Deputy Director at
Law Development Centre, Ms. Winfred Ahimbisibwe (A/DPP
representing the DPP) at the High Tea Event.

Members of the ODPP; Ms. Victoria Nabisenke (A/DPP),
MS. Faith Turumanya (A/DPP), Ms. Joan Keko (CSA), Ms.
Inzikuru Gloria (CSA) and Jacquelyn Okui (PRO) at the High
Tea Event.

Jacquelyn Okui
Public Relations Officer
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PLEA BARGAIN; AN OPPORTUNITY
FOR THE ACCUSED PERSONS
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
DETERMININATION OF THEIR
SENTENCE

P

cautioned the inmates about
making unreasonable offers
as the exercise was not
The ‘gospel’ of plea bargainmeant for handshakes. The
ing was preached during the
DPP assured the inmates
launch.
that even those who had not
The DPP stressed that the
Office of the Director of Public yet been committed to the
High Court for trial could
Prosecutions (ODPP) takes
plea bargaining very seriously, benefit from the exercise
as they could be committed
In attendance was the Director evidenced by the creation of
of Public Prosecutions (DPP)
the Plea Bargaining Unit with- there and then. In addition,
Jane Frances Abodo, the
in the Department of General she emphasized that petty
offenders too could take
Senior Resident Judge Mbale
Case Work and the assignpart in the exercise.
– Justice Godfrey Namundi, the ment of officers thereunder.
Head of Plea Bargaining in the
The Honorable the PrinciJudiciary – Justice Jane Okuo
She informed the inmates
Kajuga, the Chief Registrar
that plea bargaining provided pal Judge explained to the
– Her Worship Sarah Langa
an opportunity for those who
inmates that plea bargaining
Siu, the Director Correctional
committed offences to receive availed them the opportunity
Services, Uganda Prison Serquick justice, noting that
of negotiating their sentencvice – Mr. Akena Samuel, the
limited human resource and
es unlike full trials. However,
Regional Officer Mbale – Asfunds were affecting holding
he also advised them to
sistant DPP Ojok Alex Michael of full trials. However, she
make reasonable offers.
lea bargain continues
to be a tool for case
backlog reduction. On
1st March 2021, the
Honorable the Principal Judge,
Dr. Flavian Zeija launched a
plea bargain session in Pallisa
Government Prison.

among others.

He further informed them
that plea bargaining would
afford them early sentences
availing them opportunities
to enroll in prison programs
such as school.
This was just one of the
sessions that was launched
or held during the quarter.
A good number of sessions
were launched in various
High Court Circuits as
well as Magistrates Courts
resulting in the successful
conclusion of a sizeable
number of cases as demonstrated below.
Jacquelyn Okui
Public Relations Officer
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HIGH COURT

NO

REGION/STATION

COURT

NO. OF
CASES

STATUS

1.

Masaka

Masaka High Court

43

Convictions

2.

Masindi

Masindi High Court

70

Convictions

3.

Mubende

Mubende High Court

42

Convictions

4.

Mbarara/Bushenyi

Mbarara High Court

29

Convictions

5.

Mbarara

Mbarara High Court

43

Convictions

6.
7.
8.

Jinja
Jinja
Mbale

Jinja High Court
Jinja High Court
Mbale High Court

28
30
49

Convictions
Convictions
Convictions

9.

Kisoro

Kabale High Court

5

Convictions

10.

Pallisa

Kamuge Prison

6

Convictions

11.

Arua

Arua High Court

22

Convictions

12.

Rukungiri

Kabale High Court

10

Convictions

374

Convictions

TOTAL

MAGISTRATES’ COURTS
NO.

REGION/STATION

1.
2.

Nakasongola
Kakiri

NO. OF
CASES
51
8

3.

Nakasongola

43

Convictions

4.

Pallisa

21

Convictions

TOTAL

123

Convictions

T

he Office of the DPP has embarked on a
process of formulating plea bargain guidelines
with the main objective of streamlining
procedures and processes to be followed by
prosecutors during the plea bargain process, and to
enhance the efficiency of the program for orderly,
predictable, uniform, consistent and timely resolution of
criminal matters.
It has been observed that magistrates courts are
increasingly embracing the plea bargain program.
However, there is inadequate knowledge on plea
bargaining evidenced by pleas of guilt with no signed
plea bargain agreements. The ODPP Plea Bargain Unit
has distributed relevant plea bargain documentation
such as plea bargain agreements to all regional offices
for distribution to magistrates’ courts to reduce on

STATUS
Convictions
Convictions

incidences where cases are plea bargained without
signing plea bargain agreements.
The COVID–19 situation has also continued to
affect the plea bargain program because inmates
who apply for the program are restricted from
appearing in court while at the same time defense
lawyers and prosecutors cannot readily access the
prisons to prevent the spread of the virus. This
challenge is being addressed by having regular
meetings involving key stakeholders including the
Uganda Prisons Service, Resident Judges, Chief
Magistrates, Prosecutors and defence lawyers.
Margaret Nakigudde
Assistant Dpp/Head, Department
General Case Work
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SUPREME COURT STAYS ENFORCEMENT
OF CONSTITUTIONAL ORDERS IN
KAZINDA VS UGANDA, CONSTITUTIONAL
PETITION NO. 30 OF 2014

I

n 2012, Geoffrey Kazinda, a
Principal Accountant in the
Office of the Prime Minister was
arrested and charged in the Anti–
Corruption Court with a multitude
of corruption related offences in
what came to be known as the
pension cases. He was convicted in
one of the cases and sentenced to
five years’ imprisonment. Kazinda
Geoffrey in 2014 petitioned the
Constitutional Court seeking among
other declarations that the acts of
the Director of Public Prosecutions
in splitting and sequentially initiating
charges of offences founded on
the same facts within different
cases against the petitioner prior
to his conviction contravened
articles 28(1), 28(3) and 120 of the
Constitution, and that the continued
actions of the DPP and the Police
with their endless investigations in
respect of the petitioner were in
contravention of Article 28(1), 28(9)
and 120(5) of the Constitution.
The Court in finding for the
petitioner ordered for a stay of
proceedings of cases against the
petitioner in the Anti–Corruption
Court and future cases of offences
similar in character or founded
on the same facts arising out of

or in connection with his former
employment as Principal Accountant.
The Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions in concert with the
Attorney General appealed the
Constitutional Court’s judgment
on the ground that the decision
raised several constitutional and
legal issues that warranted serious
judicial consideration by the Supreme
Court. The Attorney General as the
applicant submitted that the charging
and prosecution of the petitioner on
various criminal offences was not in
any way a violation of his constitutional
rights. And, that the prosecution of the
petitioner in various criminal cases was
premised on different facts, different
transactions in which he was involved
with different accused persons and
this in no way amounted to abuse of
legal process. The applicant’s case was
that the judgment and orders of the
majority Justices of the Constitutional
Court would cripple the criminal justice
system in Uganda by nullifying the
provisions of the Trial on Indictments’
Act and the Magistrates Courts Act.
That the judgment and orders would
curtail the fight against corruption and
have a far reaching effect on a number
of cases on investigation and at trial.

Subsequently, in their February 12th
ruling, a panel of seven Justices
of the Supreme Court led by Chief
Justice Alfonse Owiny Dollo stayed
the execution of the Constitutional
Court ruling. The Supreme Court
found that the intended appeal
involved matters of significant public
importance and raised several legal
and constitutional issues of public
importance. And, that it raised
several legal and constitutional
issues that warranted consideration
and final determination by the court.
The ruling in this application,
pending final disposal of the appeal,
has since allowed the cases against
Mr. Geoffrey Kazinda at the Anti–
Corruption Court to proceed, as well
as avoiding associated limitations
to investigations and prosecution of
cases.
Nicholas Kawooya
State Attorney, Anti–Corruption
Department
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A GLIMPSE INTO THE LAND CRIMES
DEPARTMENT

T

he Land Crimes Department
in the Office of the DPP
was established in 2013
as a division and was later
upgraded to a department. The
establishment of the department
was premised on the following
considerations; the increasing
number of land related criminal
cases in Uganda associated with
their negative consequences,
the sophistication with which the
crimes are committed, the sensitivity
with which these matters need to
be handled at all levels, as well
as the concern of the failure by
professionals and the public to
understand what amounts to a land
crime and its distinction from civil
wrongs. The department is under the
stewardship of Senior Assistant DPP,
Mr. Andrew Odiit assisted by Asst.
DPP, Ms. Fatuma Nabiwemba.

c) Prosecute all land-related cases
in all courts including the appellate
courts country wide.

The Land Crimes Department is
mandated to handle land crime in the
Office of the DPP. This includes the
following:

Land has often been a source of
contention as communities fight
to protect their rights, individuals
seek to increase their wealth
and population growth puts more
pressure on this limited resource.
This is evidenced by many of the
cases registered by the ODPP which
include malicious damage, criminal
trespass, threatening violence and
assaults which usually stem from land
squabbles. Consequently, land crimes
have increased exponentially over
time. As a matter of fact, in the entire

a) Conduct prosecution–led
investigations in respect of sensitive
and complicated land-related matters.
b) Peruse and study land-related
case files submitted to the ODPP
Headquarters and guide/direct police
on investigations.

d) Conduct visits to ODPP stations
and audit land-related cases in the
system.
e) Train members of staff in handling
land-related matters.
f) Carry out research on the existing
policy and legislation on land and
make recommendations for reform/
review.
g) Studying selected court decisions
and setting up a database for the
same.
h) Engage with other stakeholders in
order to devise ways and means of
reducing land-related crimes.

country, about 30% of criminal cases
reported are land-related. Currently
the Land Crimes Department
receives an average of 280 cases on
a quarterly basis at the head office.
In a bid to enhance its role in
providing prosecution service delivery
in land crimes, the ODPP through the
Land Crimes Department is in the
process of developing the “ODPP
Guidelines for the Management
of Investigations and Prosecution
of Land Crimes in Uganda”. The
objective of these guidelines is to
highlight the key stakeholders in land
crimes and streamline their roles
and the procedures to be followed
when handling land crime. It is
envisaged that these guidelines will
guide investigators and prosecutors
in delivering prosecution services in
land crimes.
Stakeholder collaboration and
linkages must be emphasized
when it comes to handling of land
crime. In this regard, the ODPP has
embarked on this in order to facilitate
information sharing and enhance
efficient and effective service delivery.
Ms. Annet Nabulobi,
Senior State Attorney
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SKILLS ENHANCEMENT FOR
PROSECUTORS AND INVESTIGATORS IN
MANAGING LAND CRIMES

A group photo of the participants at the training in Mpigi Region.

T

he ODPP held a
two–day training of
ODPP Prosecutors
and Investigators
of Mpigi Region
on the Prosecutors Hand
Book on Property Grabbing
and Land Crimes in January
2021. The training was
opened by the Director of
Public Prosecutions and
facilitated by members of
the department together
with experts from other
institutions.
During the training issues
pertaining to the handling of
land-related criminal cases
were discussed as follows.
Challenges faced in
handling of land crimes
• Political interference
in cases involving high
profile persons both as
suspects and complainants
which results in hindering
the conduct of proper
investigations.

• Delays in submission of
documents requested by the
police from the Land Registry
and Administrator General’s
Office.
• Complexity of land crimes
and cases leading to delay in
investigation and prosecution
of the matters.
• Multiplicity of civil
applications by advocates
aimed at diverting criminal
proceedings and delaying
prosecution of the cases.
• Sophistication in the
commission of land related
crimes i.e. fraudsters exploit
the level of ignorance, poverty
and apathy of the people
and the weaknesses in the
system.
• Involvement of some of
the key stakeholders in the
perpetration of fraud. There
have been instances of
collusion with officers in the

Land Registry and officers of
court.
• Enforcing the rights of
bibanja holders especially
where there are no
documents.
• Delays in reporting these
matters to the police.
• Abrupt and haphazard
transfer of investigators.
Recommendations for
enhancing the delivery of
prosecution services in
land crime
• Fast track the
development and approval
of ODPP Guidelines
for the Management
of Investigations and
Prosecution of Land Crimes
in Uganda.
•Conduct joint training/
refresher courses for the
investigators, prosecutors

and judicial officers who
handle land crime in order
to enhance the knowledge,
and skill in handling land
crimes cases.
• Sensitization of the local
authorities and members
of the public on their role,
rights and responsibilities
under the land legal regime.
•Ensure continued and
improved communication,
coordination and
cooperation among
stakeholders.
•Investigators be provided
with motorcycles to enable
them easily reach scenes
of crime.
•Increased funding for both
the police and the ODPP
to ensure efficient service
delivery.
Ms. Annet Nabulobi,
Senior State Attorney
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MR. CHARLES ELEM–OGWAL, DEPUTY DIRECTOR PUBLIC
PROSECUTONS RETIRES FROM PUBLIC SERVICE AFTER
34 YEARS SERVICE TO THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS

O

n the 15th February
2021, the Top
Management of the
Office of the Director
of Public Prosecutions
(ODPP) appreciated Mr. Charles
Elem–Ogwal, Deputy Director of
Public Prosecutions (Prosecutions) for
the 34 years of dedicated service to
the ODPP. Mr. Charles Elem–Ogwal
clocked retirement on 16th February
2021 after serving the ODPP for 34
years.
The DPP, Justice Jane Frances Abodo
recognized the time spent by Mr.
Charles Elem–Ogwal in active service
in the ODPP and appreciated him for
it, especially for the mentorship and
friendship.
Mr. Vincent Wagona, the Deputy DPP
(Management and Support Services)

expressed gratitude to
Mr. Elem–Ogwal for the dedicated and
productive service, especially steering
the office before the DPP assumed
office in 2020.
Mr. Odumbi James Owere–Deputy
DPP (International Affairs), Ms. Alice
Komuhangi Khaukha–Deputy DPP
(Inspections, Quality Assurance,
Research and Training), Ms. Betty
Khisa–Principal Assistant DPP
(Complaints), Ms. Agnes Khainza
Nzogi–Undersecretary, and Mr. David
Wajambuka, Assistant Commissioner
Human Resource described Mr. Elem–
Ogwal as a person who had cared for
subordinates, a good team player, an
advocate for career growth, and a good
friend with a great sense of humor.

of Prosecutions, Mr. Andrew Odiit, Senior
Assistant DPP/Head, Land Crimes
Department described Mr. Elem–Ogwal
as approachable, a mentor and an
advisor and thanked him for always
being available for staff to consult and
seek guidance.
On the other hand, Mr. Charles ElemOgwal appreciated his interactions with
the ODPP staff, his pursuit for justice for
all and the DPP’s leadership.
Mr. Elem–Ogwal continues to serve
in the Office of the DPP as Deputy
Director of Public Prosecutions
(Prosecutions) on contract.
Jacquelyn Okui
Public Relations Officer

The representative of the Directorate

ODPP NEWSLETTER

12

JANUARY - MARCH 2021 / I S S U E 4 FY 2020/2021

ODPP BIDS FAREWELL TO THE COUNTRY DIRECTOR OF
THE INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION (IJM)

Ag. DPP Ms. Alice K. Khaukha presenting a gift to Mr. James Foster, the out-going Country Director of IJM.

T

he Office of the DPP hosted
the out-going Country Director
of International Justice Mission
(IJM), Mr. James Foster to a
farewell luncheon at Piato
Restaurant. In attendance were members
of Top Management and Prosecutors from
the Department of Gender, Children and
Sexual Offences.

ODPP since 2008, noting though
that the ODPP worked closely with
Mr. Foster since 2017. Under his
stewardship, IJM was a key partner
in handling land matters, training of
Prosecutors on effective handling of
Sexual and Gender Based Violence
(SGBV) cases with a trauma informed
approach.

In her remarks, the Ag. DPP, Ms. Alice K.
Khaukha recognized the long-standing
working relationship between IJM and the

IJM was also very instrumental in
the development of the Prosecutors’
Training Manual on Gender Based

Violence (GBV) that is pending
printing and distribution. The Ag. DPP
thanked Mr. Foster for his unwavering
support to the institution and wished
him well in his next assignment.
By Irene Nakimbugwe
Deputy Public Relations Officer
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PICTORIAL

The Director of Public Prosecutions, Jane Fraces Abodo making her remarks at the Training.

Mr. Andrew Odiit, Senior Assistant DPP/Head, Land
Crimes Department explaining the importance of the
handbook to the participants.

Mr. Thomas Jatiko, Assistant DPP making his presentation on wildlife and environment crimes at
the training.

Ms. Annet Nabulobi, Senior State Attorney making a
presentation on the Prosecutors’ Land Crimes Handbook
at the training.

A group photo of the participants at the training in Mpigi Region.
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VISION
“A crime free society.”
MISSION
“To handle and prosecute criminal cases in
a just, effective and efficient manner.”
GOAL
To handle and prosecute criminal cases in the whole country.
MANDATE
The constitutional mandate of the ODPP is to
prosecute all criminal cases in any court in Uganda except
the court martial, and to direct police to investigate
information of a criminal nature.

OUR PARTNERS
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